Video crew shoots
each Falcons play
in practice, games

By KAREN ROSEN

Flowery Branch — Keith Phil-
lips runs a precise route during
Falcons practices. It's the only route
itmtcaptl.lrmzlmnjilm.

Phﬂhpsm a member of the four-
- man video team that records every
mov 2 F{a‘lr%uns P h; makes in
_uniform, When rn gounds
o sisml the end uf a practice seg-
~ment, Phillips runs to one of two
- 43-foot towers. Simultaneously, a
‘cameraman at the top of each tower
poppmsoutatape puttingitina
| and lowering it to the

on a

2 "'Hﬁmpsc;oﬂgitsstape&omeuch
wer then his cut for the
department’s control room.
Falcons are practicing out-

it's a quick sprint. If they're

CiNg t:);lde.hemmthetﬂp 1

Ailm at 11 @ard line)

The Falcons’ Keith prepares torunatapeof

Phillips
practice from a lift to the video room.
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Video: Crew knows every cut in practices, games

rt:ontinundfmmﬂ.

He rushes into the room and

.. shoves the tape into a machine,

P ———

44

cueing it up before dashing out
Phillips, who says his time in

the 40 i3 “not too fast” makes.
the tr g

d :m?eﬂ? raphcg"iud,
uring a typ {2}

every 10 minutes on

when practices are nnl-y 75-80
minutes.

Eythetime coaches leave the
field, ilm of the practice is digi-
Jnfgxniud_and dytobe

“Our goal is to gothwmhah
entire season and never miss a
single play that they want ﬁ!
see from practice or games)
said Mike Crews, 33, the video
director who has been with the
Falcons nine years. “This year,
we may during training camp
have misséd one or two plays
where a tape would jam."

Butmlssmgap[aydunngfha
season?

“That’s not anoption,” video
assistant Rocky Sabbatini said.

At practice, Crews operales
one of the tower cameras and
Sabbatini and Phil Tiemann
alternate on the other. I they're
not filming, they're editing in
the room that has 20 recorders,
10 VHS machines, a couple of
DVD recorders, acoupleof DVD
duplicators and stations with
monitors and computers.

“It's very fast-paced, very
hectic Sabl isaid
Du.lside, the towers have
been known to sway in the
wind, which Crews figures has
mchnd 25-30 mph.

tning's not fun either”
he “Because you're basi-
cally 011 a 40-foot lightning
rodin the middle of the practice
field, Coach [Jim Mora] is real
good, though. He listens, 1t's

“WW 15 COMPTON / Stall

Keith Phillips (foreground) and assistant Phil Tlemltlul'réﬂss practice tape in the video room.

the team goes off"

The players also know who
makes the call. “We've even had
a few times where we've had
quite a bit of money thrown our
way to end a practice in training
camp,” Crews said,

ips, 24, Is in charge of
the hand-;:sid camera on the
field besidesbeing the nunner.

“1 know you've got to work
from the bounm up,” Phillips
said of learning the ropes.

Aclually, the ropes are the
only low-tech part of the ex-
tremely high-tech operation.

“To do what we do)" Crews
said, “it actually serves a better
purpose to have a football back-
ground and a football knowl-
edge and then we can teach you
the technical side”

Crews was a wide re-
ceiver and defensive back at
Emmﬂiﬂl: School ':ging
gota larship to Geory
Tech ~ to do video, He was the
video director for the Yellow
Jaclnets for three years before
]ommg the Falcons.

“When 1 stopped playing
Crews said, “T wasn't naadytu
be away from the game, and it

opposing teamand put together
scouting tapes for college play-
ers and free agents, Crews alsg
does a motivational tape for the
Saturday night team meet
where he can be creative
fise music and film clips, 1
The video department “is
aur lifeline because film is our
lifeline]’ said Ed Donatell, the
Faleons' defensive coordinator.

viate it, because this

Falcons' video room.

still gives you thak connecticn
of feeling like you're a parl of
the team.

Practice is only a sliver of
what the video department h the
does. Before each season, game every Sundsy" caid Tie-
Crews orders 20,000 tapes, hothenadded, “Tdon't

mostly Beta SX. They also film  really get to watch 1%.
every game, edit tapes from the  there at one




