
Why ltudy Philorophy?

Philorophy ond the GRE
Philosophy majors:

o llave the highest aver€e verbal reasoning score of students inany major.
Have the highest average quantitative reasoning score of students inany humonities major.
Ilave a higher aver€e quantitative reasoning score than student s in any social science major.
Are the only humanities majors with an average quantitative reasoning score that is above
cmerage.
Have the highest average analytic writing score of students inany major.

Students declaring an intention to go to graduate school in philosophy:
Have the highest average overall score of students in any major in the arts, humanities, social
sciences, life sciences, education and business.
Have the highest average verbal reasoning score of students in any major.
Have a higher average quantitative reasoning sc,ore than student s in any social science major
except economics.
Have the highest average analytic writing score of students inany major.

Philorophy qnd the LtAT
Philosophy majors:

o Have the highest average score of students inany humanities major.
o Have a higher ayerage score than students in any social science or rutural science major,

except mathematics and economics.
o Flave a higher average score than students in other popular pre-law majors like politicat

science, communicatiotts, and public a&ninistration.
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Phllorphy and the GMAT
Philosophy majors:

o Score lSYo higher than any ltpe of business major (e.g., accounting, finance, management)
o }Iave a higher average score than students in any major, except mathematics.

tl/hy Do Philorophy Jtudentr Do Jo Well on There Tertr?
Thgleason uzually qivel for their performance on these exams is that philosophy majors develop problem
solving skills at a level of abstraction that cannot be achieved through th" r*"-rtudy or profession-
specific approach favored in disciplines geared towards occupationai training. Peopte with strong
abstract reasoning skills do better in apptied fields, on *"rogr, than people-ono Uip the abitiry lo
abstract from pticalar problem-situations.
Sources:

Gutde to the Graduate Record Exmttination Progran lgg6-lggT,Rfucational Testing Service.
2005-2006 Guide to the Use of Scores,Blucational Testing Service www.ets.org/]vledia/TestVGRE/pdfl994994.df
The Chronicle of Higher Hucation www.chronicle.com
LSAT Data^ 1996-1997



fhilll Acquired By $tudying Philorophy

Critic al Thinking Skills :
e The ability to think logically
o The ability to identiS the key issues in a discussion
o The ability to assess the pros and cons of proposed solutions
o The ability to ask the right questions
o The ability to see beyond zuperficial categonzations (i.e., "to think outside the box")
o The ability to draw accurate conclusions from confusing data
r The ability to clari& purposes, prirtciples, and general objectives
o The ability to differentiate fact from value

hob Ie m-Solvi ng S kills :
o The ability to find creative solutions to hard problems
o The ability to define the parameters of a problem
r The ability to look at a problem from different angles and to identify alternative courses

action
o The ability to identi$ useful resource materials for solving a problem
o The ability to factor complex problems into solvable pieces

Argument Skills:
r The ability to use argumentation techniques to perzuade others
o The ability to assess the implications of a proposal

Comtrutnicdion Skills:
o The ability to express and to erplain diffrcult ideas clearly and straightforwardly
r The ability to express one's point ofview while respecting the views of others
o The ability to use a variety oftools and strategies to convey information

I nfor matio n Man ag e mc nt :
o The ability to sort, compile and rank data
o The ability to evaluate information and to use it to solve problems
o The ability to locate information in many electronic and paper media
r The ability to use creative insight to guide information searches
o The ability to abstract concepts in order to summarize information
r The abilrty to focus on the big picture, to see the forest and the trees
o The abilitv to discern what is valuable from what is irrelevant

Hlghly Recommendd trhllorophy Gourler
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For Jtudentr in
PHI205: Prisons and Punishment
PHI235: Aesthetics and Film
PIII240: Social and Political Philosophy
PEIJ.27Q: Race and Racism
PIILZ7I. Philosophy of Human Nature

PHI 101: Introduction to Philosophy
PHI 110: Critical Thinking & Argumentation
PHI I I l: Symbolic Logic
PHI 201: Ancient Social Philosophy
PIil,202: Introduction to Modern Philosophy
PHI203: Social Ethics


