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1.   Preface

      This plan has been prepared to provide for the safety of all employees, students and visitors to SUNY Cortland.  It is designed to meet the requirements of the New York State Department of Health; particularly section 6-1...23(c) and 6-2.17 (a)(4) of the New York State Sanitary Code.

2.   Facilities 

      SUNY Cortland operates two pools.  One is located inside the Park Center (also known as the Holstein Pool) and the other inside Moffett Center.  The Park Center is located on Pashley and Folmer Drives; the Moffett Center is located off Graham Avenue, Cortland, New York.

3.   Chain of Command

      The organizational chart for chain-of-command for SUNY Cortland is located in Appendix 1.  The chain-of-command for the administration of pools is as below:
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      The chain-of-command for maintenance of pools is as follows:

Physical Plant Director

↓
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↓

General Mechanic

4.   Job Duties and Descriptions

      Job Title:  Director of Recreational Sports

      Responsibilities:  Overall supervision of Recreational Sports Programs, including recreation and pool operations.

      Job Title:  Assistant Director of Recreational Sports

      Responsibilities:  Reports to Director; direct supervision of staff, including lifeguards, Graduate Assistant and Building Administrators.

      Job Title:  Graduate Assistant

      Responsibilities:  Aids the Assistant Director with supervision of lifeguards and Building Administrators.

      Job Title:  Building Administrators

      Responsibilities:  Oversees all recreational facilities and staff during recreational activities, including swimming pools and lifeguards.

      Job Title:  General Mechanic

      Responsibilities:  Monitoring pool conditions, testing of water, handling and storage of pool chemicals.

       Job Title:  Lifeguards

       Responsibilities:  Over all swimmer safety, including enforcement of rules, maximum bathers, etc.  Direct supervision of pools during open recreation swimming. 

5.   Safety/Injury Prevention

      Both the Park Center and Moffett Center pools have diving boards.  The rules for diving are:

      •No diving allowed without Lifeguard supervision 

      •Diving from boards only

      •Stunts such as cartwheels and back flips not allowed

      •One person at a time on diving board

      •Only 1 bounce may be taken

      These rules are posted at each end of the pools and near the diving boards.

      The pools at SUNY Cortland do not have any deck slides.  The Park Center pool has starting blocks that divide the pool into two halves.  They are readily visible and supervised by lifeguards and/or swimming coach.

6.   Environmental Conditions and Weather

      Since both SUNY Cortland pool facilities are indoors, weather conditions are not a safety concern.  Both pools are monitored for pH, Chlorine and turbidity readings are recorded daily.  Alkalinity and Calcium hardness are measured weekly.  If water conditions become unsanitary, the pools would be closed.  In the advent of a missing swimmer or other emergency, the lifeguards on duty would evacuate the pools, and call University Police.  Outside responders (i.e., Fire Department, Ambulance, would be called as needed.)

7.   Capacity of Facilities

      The maximum numbers of patrons allowed in each facility are:  Park Center pool, 225; Moffett Center Pool, 108.  These limits are enforced by the lifeguards on duty, and/or the instructors for any swimming classes.   Lifeguards keep a tally sheet of the number of swimmers at all times. 

8.   Supervision/Coverage

      SUNY Cortland assures compliance with New York State Sanitary Code 

regulation of one lifeguard on duty for each 75 swimmers,  At peak times, a minimum of three (3) lifeguards are on duty at each pool.
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9.   Chemical Storage and Handling

      All chemicals are stored away from the pools in designated pool filter rooms located below the pools.  The doors (both inner and outer) are locked at all times and are off limits to unauthorized personnel.  Chemicals are stored and handled by the Maintenance Assistant, (using the appropriate personal protective equipment) and are not accessible to unauthorized personnel.

      All chemicals enter the pool via automated systems.

      Material Safety Data Sheets for all pool chemicals are located at each pool chemical handling area as well as the Central Receiving/Warehouse and the Environmental Health and Safety Office.  All containers are labeled with identity and hazard information as required by OSHA and DOT.

      The rules for safe chemical storage and use are posted in each pool filter room; a copy of this posting is located in Appendix 2.

10. Emergency Plan

      The chain-of-command flowchart for emergencies is located in Appendix 3.
      During emergency situations, all personnel are directed to call University Police, and if needed the Cortland City Fire Department.  University Police, working with lifeguards, will conduct any needed evacuation.  (In an emergency, lifeguards can start evacuation while waiting for University Police to respond.)

      Emergency Phone Numbers:

         
University Police:  753-2111 or 911


   
Student Emergency Squad:  753-4112

        
Cortland Fire Department:  756-5612 or 911

         
TLC Ambulance:  756-7564 


   
Physical Plant:  753-2100

       
Facilities Planning:  753-2214


   
Environmental Health & Safety:  753-2508


  
Cortland Hospital:  756-7525

   
Cortland City Police:  756-2811


Director of Recreational Sports:  753-5703

       Emergency Telephones are located in the pool offices, easily accessible from each pool.  Signs are posted at each end of the pools and outside the office indicating the presence of emergency telephones. 

      All required first aid/lifesaving equipment is located in the pool offices.  These areas also serve as first aid rooms.

      In the advent of epileptic seizure, the individual would be transported to a medical facility, regardless of apparent recovery.  Anyone suffering a seizure will not be allowed back into the pools that same day.

      For chlorine-related emergencies, the Cortland City Fire Department serves as our emergency responders.  SUNY Cortland University Police will serve to assist in evacuation (if needed) and will provide site-control.  The pools at SUNY Cortland do not use chlorine gas; hypochlorite solutions are used as the source of chlorine.  The Cortland Fire Department would have any needed equipment for responding to chlorine-related emergencies.

      The Director of Recreational Sports shall maintain the required incident log book and will report to the Cortland County Health Department any incidents involving a death, resuscitation, referral to a hospital, or illness associated with water quality.

      If evacuation of the pool areas is required, patrons would be led outside of the pool area and the building via marked exits.  Lifeguards and University Police would coordinate any evacuation (as would coaches and faculty as available.)  

      SUNY employees receive regular (annual) training on emergency response and evacuation procedures, including practice drills.  University Police personnel have received 24-hour OSHA Emergency Response training and receive yearly 8-hour updates. 

APPENDIX 1:  SUNY Cortland Administrative Chain of Command

APPENDIX 2:  Rules for Safe Chemical Storage and Handling (As posted in Chemical Storage/Use areas.)

Rules for Safe Chemical Storage and Handling

1.   Only Authorized, Properly Trained Personnel allowed in area.

 
2.   All chemical containers shall be properly labeled with contents and          
  
associated hazards.


3.    Material Safety Data Sheets for each chemical shall be located in each   

area of use.  Copies are available at Environmental Health and Safety       Central 
Receiving.  Procedures for safe handling, use and storage as described on   the MSDS shall be followed at all times.

4.   All personnel handling chemicals shall use the proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE); including, but not limited to:  chemical apron/suit, respiratory protection (1/2 mask Air-purifying respirator with appropriate chemical cartridges), boot/shoe covers.

5.  All spills shall be cleaned up promptly and reported to University Police    and Environmental Health and Safety.

   6.   Any chemicals delivered in damaged containers shall be refused.

7.   Hydrochloric acid and sodium hypochlorite shall be stored apart to avoid    

   potential mixing.  

8.   If there is an Emergency, Call University Police (x-2111) or dial 911.

APPENDIX 3: Chain of Command/Flowchart for Emergencies

       For emergencies at either pool, SUNY Cortland personnel will work with the Cortland City Fire Department and other outside agencies.  As per Executive Order, SUNY Cortland will adhere to the Incident Command System when dealing with emergencies.  If the Cortland City Fire Department responds to an emergency at SUNY Cortland Pools, the highest ranking Fire Department Official on the scene shall be the Incident Commander, and shall assign roles using the Incident Command System.  SUNY Cortland Personnel would then take a secondary role.

      A simplified chain of command/flowchart appears below:

      Discovery of Incident—Notify University Police (first responders)—Notify Cortland Fire Department (upon arrival, take control of emergency response.)

      If evacuation needed:

Discovery of Incident→Notify University Police ↔Lifeguards





 
Site Control       Evacuation to places of refuge




Notify maintenance, EH&S, Director of Recreational Sports

Rev-Mar-03
                                     17: 1                          S:\Policies\Pool Safety Policy.doc

