
eLearning – Using Discussion board for Student BIO 

 

One of the most disconcerting things about on-line education is that you miss the face to 
face interaction with your students and you don’t get to see what they look like!! 

 
With eLearning’s Discussion Boards you are able to have student’s post pictures of 

themselves.  And here’s how…. 
 

Log into your classroom and make sure you are on the Build Tab. 
Click on Discussions and then on Create Topic 

 
 

Select BLOG topic (you can use the Threaded Topic but I have found BLOG looks 
better…but it is your discretion) and then click on Next. 

Once you Title your discussion please click on Enable HTML Creator  

 
 

You can type in directions using the HTML creator to advise students HOW they will be 
able to upload and image.  Once you are done creating the discussion click on SAVE. 

(We will go into further detail on how a student posts a picture in a moment). 
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You can then click on the Title of the discussion to enter the area. 



eLearning – Using Discussion board for Student BIO 

 

 
 

You can see that because we selected the HTML creator; I was able to post a picture of 
the Picture Icon that the students will need to click on in order to upload their photo. 

 
 

When the student clicks on Create Message they should Title their message and then 
click on Enable HTML Creator. 
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To make the BIO’s look consistent you should instruct the students to post their photo’s 

first.   They need to click on the Photo Icon  
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The student will select File Browse or Upload and then Browser for the File (like any 
other upload).  For the Display properties they will want to select 75 Pixels for Width 

and Height (this will give the posts some sort of uniformity). And Click OK 

 
 

The student will continue with their post by entering the information YOU requested 
and then clicking on Post.  
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PLEASE NOTE: It is always beneficial to hit PREVIEW first so you can see what it will 
look like first. 

 
The student will receive a confirmation that their message was posted and then they can 

continue.  

 
 

Students will be able to post their BIO’s and then comment on each other’s as 
warranted.  Below you will see 3 students who have posted (no comments). 
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This is a nice tool so students (and the instructor) can introduce themselves to 
colleagues whom they may never meet in person. 


